Introduction
A leading article in the Lancet (1968) discussed evidence tending to suggest a significant association between myasthenia gravis and pemphigus.
The case is reported of a white non-Jewish woman who died at the age of 44 with pemphigus vulgaris, myasthenia gravis and membranous colitis.
Case report
In May 1965 the patient, then aged 38, was referred to Dr E. R. Bickerstaff, Consultant Neurologist, because for 3 years she had had weakness of the right hand and arm, worse in the evening, brought on by exercise, and improving with rest although even after rest she tended to drop things easily; her legs felt weak on walking; and she had had some double vision, especially following previous pregnancies, and recent difficulty in speaking and swallowing. She (1965) and Osserman & Strauss (1965) describe the evolution of views on the nature of MG and the evidence for its being an autoimmune disease.
Antibodies to the intercellular substance of stratified squamous epithelium in the sera of patients with PV were found by Beutner & Jordan (1964) using the technique of indirect immunofluorescence.
Since the histological finding regarded as diagnostic of pemphigus vulgaris is acantholysis of epidermal cells leading to the formation of a bulla (Lever, 1965) the antigen-antibody reaction may well be of central significance in the disease process, whether it be a consequence or a cause. Certainly the antibodies seem to be closely linked with the clinical findings (Chorzelski, Von Weiss & Lever, 1966) . The literature which has grown up on the subject is summarized and reviewed by Sneddon (1968) , Lancet (1968) and Ablin (1968) .
Although it seems that PV and MG have not previously been described together, glimpses of a significant relationship appear when one considers PV in connection with pemphigus erythematosus (PE) and PE in connection with MG.
Pemphigus erythematosus, or the Senear-Usher syndrome, is a disease characterized, as is PV, by acantholysis; but the acantholysis in PE occurs in the subcorneal part of the epidermis whereas in PV it occurs in the suprabasal part. Chorzelski, Jabl6nska & Blaszczyk (1968) Beutner et al. (1968) .
In their survey of the literature, the authors note the existence of another (Polish) case with MG and pemphigus (type unspecified) and mention a study in New York by Osserman & Peck (unpublished) which has revealed three similar cases.
A significant association is suspected to exist between MG and LE. Cases where the two conditions have been combined have been reported by Funkhouser (1961) , Alarcon-Segovia et al. (1963) , Goldin & Robbins (1963) , Larssen (1963) and Ziff (1963) . Makela et al. (1964) review the literature and add a case.
The findings and Beutner et al. (1968) 
